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SUB J : NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING - NEW COMUNIQUE RECEIVED 
EF: CARACAS 4385 

1 . THE KIDNAPPERS OF US INDUSTRIALS WILLIAM NIEHOUS 
DISTRIBUTED A NEW COMMUNIQUE TO THE MEDIA ON APR 28 IN WHICH 
THEY REITERATED THEIR INTENTION TO CONTINUE HOLDING NIEHOUS 
INDEFINITELY UNTIL A RESOLUTION OF THE CASE IS REACHED WITH 
THE OWENS ILLINOIS COMPANY. MEANWHILE, NIEHOUS' CAPTORS 
SAID THEY ARE CONTINUING TO ACCUMULATE " NEW AND IMPORTANT 
INFO WHICH WE WILL MAKE KNOWN TO NATIONAL AND INTER- 
NATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION AT THE PROPOER TIME." 

2. THE LATEST COMMUNIQUE, ADDRESSED TO THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE, 

IS DIVIDIED INTO THREE PARTS. THE FIRST REFERS TO THE 
"PRESSURES" TO WHICH NIEHOUS' CAPTORS HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED, IN 
PARTICULAR THE "BOMBARDMENT" AND OCCUPATION OF A PRESUMED 
GUERRILLA CAMP IN MONAGAS BY VENEZUELAN SECURITY FORCES. 

THE KIDNAPPERS CHARGE THAT "ALL THESE MEASURES DO NOT HIDE 
THE INTENTION (OF THE GOV) OF PROVOKING NIEHOUS' DEATH." 

THE SECOND PART OF THE COMMUNIQUE HAS TO DO WITH THE KIDNAPPERS' 
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SOUGHT A RANSOM AT ANY TIME," NIEHOUS' CAPTORS INDICATE THAT 
THEY HAVE IMPOSED "A SANCTION ON OWENS THRU THE BONUS 
PAID TO THE COMPANY'S WORKERS AND A SUM AS A MEANS OF COMPLYING 
WITH THEIR UNMET DEMANDS.” THE KIDNAPPERS MANTAIN THAT OWNES- 
ILLINOIS "STILL HAS THE SOLUTION TO THEPROBLEM IN ITS HANDS 
AND WARN THAT IF THE COMPANY "CONTINUES ITS MANEUVERS, IT WILL 
BE RESPONSIBLE ULTIMATELY FOR NIEHOUS F ATE". ON THE OTHER 
HAND.NIEHOUS’ ABDUCTORS INDICATE THAT SHOULD THE COMPANY 
ADOPT A POSITION WHICH WILL PERMIT THE CASE TO ADVANCE IN A 
FAVORABLE MANNER. "MATTERS WILL RESOLVE THEMSELVES." IN THE 
THIRD SECTION OF THE COMMUNIQUE THE KIDNAPPERS STATE THAT 
THEY ARE PREPARED TO HOLD NIEHOUS INDEFINITELY. 

3. COMMENT: THE POLICE ARE PUZZLED BY THE KIDNAPPERS' 

LATEST COMMUNIQUE BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS SPECIFIC WITH REGARD 
TO THE RANSOM AMOUNT AS THE MESSAGE MRS NIEHOUS RECEIVED 
THRU THE CARDINAL ON APR 15. INSTEAD THE KIDNAPPERS 
APPEAR TO HAVE GONE BACK TO THEIR DEMAND FOR AN UNSPECIFIED 
SUM OF MONEY AS A RANSOM WHICH THEY MADE IN THEIR SO-CALLED 
"FIANL COMMUNIQUE" OF APR 10(CARACAS 4223). THIS HAS CAUSED 
THE POLICE TO HAVE SOME DOUBTS NOW ABOUT THE AUTHENTICITY OF 
THE APR 15 MESSAGE. THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE NO DOUBT ABOUT 
THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE LATEST COMMUNIQUE, HOWEVER, SINE THE 
KIDNAPPERS ATTACHED A PHOTO OF NIEHOUS AND PHOTOCOPIES 
OF 21 DOCUMENTS FROM OWENS-ILLINOIS' FILES. REPORTEDLY 
THSE DOCUEMTNS ARE NOTHING MORE THAN ROUTINE PAPERWORK 
RELATING TO THE COMPANY'S BUSINESS IN VENEZUELA. WHAT IS 
SIGNIFIVANT IN THIS LATEST COMMUNIQUE IS THE ABSENCE OF 
THE KIDNAPPERS' OFT-REPEATED DEMAND FOR PUBLICATION LOCALLY 
OF THEIR FEBRUARY 28 COMMUNIQUE. HERETOFORE THIS DEMAND HAS 
APPEARED IN EVERY COMMUNICATION FROM THE GROUP HOLDING NIEHOUS 
AND ITS ABSENCE THIS TIME MAY REPRESENT A CONCESSION WHICH 
WOULD PERMIT OWEN-TT LINOTS TO COMPLY WITH THE REST OF THE 
GROUP'S DEMANDS FOR NIEHOUS' RELEASE. 
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